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decided to use existing facilities and exper-
tise in New Mexico to make some pits, and 
repurpose the MOX facility in South Caro-
lina to make the remainder. That’s a good 
plan and I support it. I want to hear from 
Administrator Gordon-Hagerty today how 
NNSA is applying the lessons we learned 
from UPF and MOX to make sure we get the 
pit production restart done on time and on 
budget. 

Naval Reactors is responsible for all as-
pects of nuclear power for our submarines 
and aircraft carriers. Naval Reactors has a 
lot on their plate right now—they are de-
signing a new reactor core for the next class 
of submarines, refueling a prototype reactor, 
and building a new spent fuel processing fa-
cility for nuclear waste from defense activi-
ties. 

Admiral Caldwell and I had an opportunity 
talk about the new spent fuel processing fa-
cility earlier this week. It is a part of the 
Navy’s consolidated interim storage for its 
used nuclear fuel. 

The Navy’s program shows that it can be 
done safely and effectively, but that does not 
replace the need for a permanent repository 
at Yucca Mountain. That used nuclear fuel 
will still need to go to Yucca Mountain once 
it is built. I look forward to Admiral 
Caldwell’s comments today on the progress 
he’s making on his important work, and par-
ticularly how Naval Reactors stores used nu-
clear fuel. I’d also like to hear what is being 
done to keep the new Columbia-Class sub-
marine design on track. 

The NNSA needs to complete a lot of im-
portant work, and this work is going to re-
quire good planning and effective oversight. 
I look forward to working with Adminis-
trator Gordon-Hagerty as we begin putting 
together our Energy and Water Appropria-
tions bill for fiscal year 2020, and also with 
Senator Feinstein, who I will now recognize 
for her opening statement. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE BIG CHEESE OF 
MIAMI 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, as 
chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, 
it is my privilege to recognize a small 
business that exemplifies creativity, 
hard work, and dedication to improv-
ing their community. This week, it is 
my honor to name The Big Cheese of 
Miami, FL, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week. 

Having just celebrated their 35 year 
anniversary, The Big Cheese has grown 
from a 12-seat and 2-person operation 
to a landmark Miami Italian res-
taurant. Lifelong friends Bill Archer 
and Garry Duell founded The Big 
Cheese in 1984 and due to their rapid 
success, expanded to a larger location 
across the street. Bill is the culinary 
expert of the duo and has developed 
original recipes for all 120 items on the 
menu, while Garry focuses on the day- 
to-day operations. Along the way, they 
have shared in the restaurant’s suc-
cess. 

Today, The Big Cheese remains fam-
ily-oriented and affordable and uses 
only the finest ingredients. They have 
an extensive menu that includes every-
thing from Italian favorites to Miami 
classics. Many of their employees have 

been there since inception, and others 
are second-generation employees, with 
an average employee tenure of 16 years. 
Bill, Gary, and longtime manager 
Salvatore Aiello strive to create a wel-
coming and friendly atmosphere and 
they have certainly succeeded. 

Their dedication to fair prices and 
made-from-scratch dishes has not gone 
unnoticed. They were voted The Best 
Inexpensive Italian Restaurant in 
Miami and received the 5 Kids Crown 
Award from South Florida Parenting 
Magazine for their pizza. They are 
proud to feed people from diverse socio-
economic and cultural backgrounds 
and remain focused on serving their 
community. 

One example of their efforts to help 
community members in need was dur-
ing Hurricane Irma recovery, when 
they donated food to the emergency op-
erations center in Monroe County. 
They are also the official sponsor of 
the University of Miami Athletics De-
partment, providing both the Hurri-
canes and their competitors with 
pregame meals. Since their founding, 
they have served thousands of Univer-
sity of Miami students and collected 
more than 200 pieces of original memo-
rabilia. Their dedication to the school 
was recently honored when they were 
chosen to represent the University of 
Miami during the Taste of the NFL, a 
charity aimed at bringing awareness to 
the millions of Americans who struggle 
with hunger. 

The Big Cheese is an exemplary com-
munity-focused small business. They 
have remained true to their original 
values and serve their community in 
times of need. Like many Main Street 
restaurants throughout our country, 
The Big Cheese is a place where com-
munity members have gathered and en-
joyed meals together for decades. By 
focusing on quality food and superior 
customer service, The Big Cheese has 
stayed in high demand. It is with great 
pleasure that I extend my congratula-
tions to Bill, Gary and all of the em-
ployees at The Big Cheese. I wish you 
well as you continue serving the people 
of South Florida, and I look forward to 
watching your continued growth and 
success.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2030. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to execute and carry out agree-
ments concerning Colorado River Drought 
Contingency Management and Operations, 
and for other purposes. 

At 11:52 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 639. An act to amend section 327 of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-

gency Assistance Act to clarify that Na-
tional Urban Search and Rescue Response 
System task forces may include Federal em-
ployees. 

H.R. 1331. An act to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to reauthorize 
certain programs relating to nonpoint source 
management, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 16. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for 
the National Peace Officers Memorial Serv-
ice and the National Honor Guard and Pipe 
Band Exhibition. 

H. Con. Res. 19. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for 
the Greater Washington Soap Box Derby. 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED 

At 6:34 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that Speaker has signed the 
following enrolled joint resolution: 

S.J. Res. 7. Joint resolution to direct the 
removal of United States Armed Forces from 
hostilities in the Republic of Yemen that 
have not been authorized by Congress. 
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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 639. An act to amend section 327 of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to clarify that Na-
tional Urban Search and Rescue Response 
System task forces may include Federal em-
ployees; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 1331. An act to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to reauthorize 
certain programs relating to nonpoint source 
management, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 
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MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following bill was discharged 
from the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation and re-
ferred as indicated: 

S. 846. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to limit certain rolling stock 
procurements, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 
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MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

H.R. 1585. An act to reauthorize the Vio-
lence Against Women Act of 1994, and for 
other purposes. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–855. A communication from the Vice 
President, Government Relations, Tennessee 
Valley Authority, transmitting, pursuant to 
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